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Hon. Anne M. Gobi 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture 
Massachusetts Senate 
24 Beacon St., Room 513 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
Hon. Smitty Pignatelli 
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture 
Massachusetts House of Representatives 
24 Beacon St., Room 473-F 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
January 21, 2020 
 
Re: H. 853 - An Act to Ensure Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions in the Alternative 
Portfolio Standard 
 
Dear Senator Gobi, Representative Pignatelli, and Members of the Joint Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture: 
 
On behalf of the more than 60 undersigned organizations and individuals, we respectfully 
request that the Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee issue an “ought to 
pass” recommendation for H.853 (Provost, et al.), An Act to Ensure Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Reductions in the Alternative Portfolio Standard with amendments, as discussed below. 
 
H.853 removes wood burning and garbage incineration from the list of technologies eligible for 
renewable heating incentives in the state’s Alternative Portfolio Standard (APS) due to their 
elevated carbon emissions and harmful air pollution. In addition, in light of sweeping changes to 
the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) rules proposed by the Baker Administration after 
H.853 was introduced, we recommend that H.853 be amended to remove eligibility for biomass 
from the RPS as well.1 These proposed regulatory changes would roll back MA’s landmark, 
science-based standards adopted in 2012 that restrict eligibility of inefficient utility-scale 
biomass power plants. 
 
MA’s Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA) set an ambitious goal of reducing statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2050, yet the Baker 
Administration is seeking to use the state’s clean energy programs to incentivize wood-burning 
for heat and electricity. Both the APS regulations that were adopted in 2017, and the RPS rule 
changes proposed in 2019, would use ratepayer clean energy dollars to fund wood-burning 
technologies that are far more polluting than fossil fuels. 
 
Baker’s RPS rule changes are imminent. 
The Legislature must act this year to ensure the integrity and effectiveness of Massachusetts’ 
clean energy programs. The release of the final RPS regulations is imminent. MA Attorney 
General Maura Healey expressed concern that by expanding subsidies for biomass energy and 
weakening existing safeguards, the amended RPS program “would be inconsistent with the 
GWSA’s near- and long-term emissions-reduction mandates and its core “anti-backsliding” 

 
1See Partnership for Policy Integrity (PFPI), Support Memo for H.853, 5/28/19. 

http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/HD.853_SupportMemo_PFPI_052819.pdf
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purpose.”2 
 
The Legislature has long recognized the importance of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
promoting clean, renewable energy. When the Legislature passed a 2% increase in renewable 
energy requirements in 2018, the intent was to encourage new clean energy generation, such 
as wind and solar. Instead the Baker Administration has sought to backfill this requirement by 
expanding the program to include inefficient and polluting biomass plants that are currently 
ineligible. Currently there are only a few small, highly efficient biomass power plants that are 
eligible for the MA RPS. Preemptive action by the Legislature this session can prevent the 
expansion of this program before any economic or environmental harm is done. 
 
The climate crisis calls for immediate action. 
Climate science shows that to avoid catastrophic warming, we must dramatically reduce GHG 
emissions over the next ten years and increase uptake of CO2 that’s already in the atmosphere. 
Healey’s letter notes “In light of the critical role forests play in mitigating emissions, the 
Commonwealth should be working to preserve and replenish our forests as important carbon 
sinks, not putting in place incentives to burn them as fuel.” 
 
With such a short timeframe for meaningful climate action, it is imperative that clean energy 
funding and incentives be used to promote new zero-carbon-emission resources, both for 
heating and electricity, to displace fossil fuels. At the very least, they should not be used to 
support technologies that add more carbon dioxide and air pollution than fossil fueled sources. 
 
Massachusetts has already spent several million dollars to promote wood-burning through the 
APS and is poised to spend exponentially more each year as the program takes off.3 The 
proposed RPS changes would funnel even more millions to a polluting industry by incentivizing 
construction and operation of utility-scale wood burning power plants in MA—plants whose 
smokestack CO2 emissions are worse than coal per unit of energy generated.4 
 
We urge the Committee to amend and report H.853 out favorably by February 5th in order for 
this legislation to be considered this session, and to ensure that any comprehensive energy 
legislation introduced includes this language. The Commonwealth will not be able to meet the 
requirements of the Global Warming Solutions Act if it continues to subsidize polluting 
technologies through its clean energy programs. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary S. Booth, PhD 
Director 
Partnershp for Policy Integrity 
mbooth@pfpi.net  
 
(Signatories continued on next page) 
 

 
2 Office of Attorney General Maura Healey, Comments to DOER on proposed amendments to RPS regulations, 
7/26/19. Retrieved from: http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MA-AGO-RPS-Biomass-
Comments_FINAL1.pdf. 
3 See PFPI, Financial Considerations for H. 853, 5/5/19, pp. 2-4. 
4 See for instance PFPI, FAQs on the Proposed PRE Power Plant in Springfield and DOER’s Plans to Weaken Biomass 
Standards in the RPS, 5/29/19. 

mailto:mbooth@pfpi.net
http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MA-AGO-RPS-Biomass-Comments_FINAL1.pdf
http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MA-AGO-RPS-Biomass-Comments_FINAL1.pdf
http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/H.853-APS-Biomass-Talking-Points_5.5.19.pdf
http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/PFPI-FAQ-on-Palmer-and-RPS-Proposal-5.29.pdf
http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/PFPI-FAQ-on-Palmer-and-RPS-Proposal-5.29.pdf
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STATE & NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Carolyn C. Barthel 
Executive Committee 
350 Massachusetts for a Better Future 
 
Rachel Smolker, Ph.D. 
Co-Director 
Biofuelwatch 
 
Elizabeth Saunders 
Massachusetts Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Rita Frost 
Campaigns Director 
Dogwood Alliance 
 
Richard Lent 
Leadership Team 
Elders Climate Action 
 
Ben Hellerstein 
State Director 
Environment Massachusetts 
 
Nancy Goodman 
Vice President for Policy 
Environmental League of Massachusetts 
(ELM) 
 
Bob Leverett 
Clerk/Treasurer 
Friends of Mohawk Trail State Forest 
 
Nicole Ghio 
Senior Fossil Fuels Program Manager 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Bill Ravanesi 
Senior Director Energy Program 
Health Care Without Harm 
 
Mike Cusher 
Legislative Director 
Mass Audubon 
 
Andra Rose 
Massachusetts Leadership Team 
Mothers Out Front 
 

 
 
Sami Yassa 
Senior Scientist 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
Rose Wessel 
Program Director 
No Fracked Gas in Mass 
 
Peter Riggs 
Director 
Pivot Point 
 
Kathryn R. Eiseman 
President & CEO 
PLAN for the Northeast 
 
Jeanne Krieger 
Director 
Progressive Democrats of 
Massachusetts 
 
Robert K. Musil, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
President & CEO 
Rachel Carson Council 
 
Michael Kellett 
Executive Director 
RESTORE: The North Woods 
 
Deb Pasternak 
Director 
Sierra Club Massachusetts Chapter 
 
Jason Kahn 
Board Member 
The Rewilding Institute 
 
Claire Miller 
Climate Justice Director 
Toxics Action Center Campaigns 
 
Laura Wagner 
Executive Director 
Unitarian Universalist Mass Action  
 
Philip Duffy 
President and Executive Director 
Woods Hole Research Center 
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Marty Nathan, Coordinator 
2 degrees 
Northampton, MA 
 
Al Blake, Coordinator 
350 MA-Berkshires  
Pittsfield, MA 
 
Tanisha Arena, Executive Director 
Arise for Social Justice 
Springfield, MA 
 
Jane Winn, Executive Director  
Berkshire Environmental Action Team 
Pittsfield, MA 
 
Fran Ludwig, Chair 
Boston Catholic Climate Movement 
Boston, MA 
 
Richard Warner (Chair), Martha Taft 
Ferguson, and Terry Estes, Board Members 
Buckland Board of Health 
Town of Buckland, MA 
 
Adele Franks, Steering Committee 
Climate Action Now, Western Mass 
Northampton, MA 
 
Larry Yu  
Climate Coalition of Somerville 
Somerville, MA 
 
Janet Sinclair 
Concerned Citizens of Franklin County 
Greenfield, MA 
 
Bob Armstrong, Chair 
FCCPR Climate Crisis Task Force 
Greenfield, MA 
 
Susan Masino 
Friends of Peru State Forest 
Peru, MA 
 
Joseph F. Carvalho, Special Projects 
Director 
Green Futures 
Fall River, MA 

 
 
Gail Page, Chair 
Green Sanctuary, Climate Justice Group 
of the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Reading 
Reading, MA 
 
Ellen Moyer, Ph.D., P.E., Principal 
Greenvironment, LLC 
Montgomery, MA 
 
Delta Carney, Board of Directors 
Hilltown Community Rights 
Ashfield, MA 
 
Kirstin Beatty,  
Last Tree Laws 
Holyoke, MA 
 
Stephanie Jo Kent, Founder, Lead 
Researcher 
Learning Lab for Resiliency 
Belchertown, MA 
 
Michele Marantz, Chair of Longmeadow 
Pipeline Awareness Group 
Longmeadow Pipeline Awareness Group 
Longmeadow, MA 
 
Robert Kvaal, Climate Champion 
Minuteman Indivisble 
Lexington, MA 
 
Ms. Angela Wilcox  
No Norfolk MA Gas Pipeline 
Norfolk, MA 
 
Bri McAlevey, President 
No Sharon Gas Pipeline | Clean Energy 
Now 
Sharon, MA 
 
Karen Martin, Chair 
North Parish Climate Justice Group 
North Andover, MA 
 
Larry Rich 
Our Revolution Somerville 
Somerville, MA 
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Holly Richardson, Co-Director 
Out Now 
Springfield, MA 
 
Ken Kipen, Steering Committee 
People Against Toxic Herbicides (PATH) 
Ashfield, MA 
 
James Michel, Co-Founder 
Resist the Pipeline 
Boston, MA 
 
Anya Klepacki, Co-Administrator 
Rust Temple 
Easthampton, MA 
 
Nicole Morris-McLaughlin, Program 
Manager  
Southcoast Energy Challenge 
Caraumet, MA 
 
Richard H Stafursky, President 
Species Forest, Inc. of Massachusetts 
Agawam, MA 
 
Sy'air Bey, Lead Organizer 
Springfield Climate Justice Coalition 
Springfield, MA 
 
Verne McArthur, Chair, SPARC 
Springfield Pipeline Awareness and 
Response & Campaign (SPARC) 
Springfield, MA 
 
Cathy Kristofferson, Co-founder 
StopNED 
North Central MA, MA 
 
Kathy Farrell, Energy & Climate Change 
Committee Chair 
Sustainable Sharon Coalition 
Sharon, MA 
 
Sharon L. Brownfield, Co-Chair 
Sustainable Stow 
Stow, MA 
 
Mary Gard, Leadership Team 
Sustainable Wellesley 
Wellesley, MA 
 

Don Ogden, Producer/Co-host 
The Enviro Show 
Florence, MA 
 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
 
Marion Edey 
Founder, League of Conservation Voters 
 
Susan Masino 
Vernon Roosa Professor of Applied Science 
Trinity College 
 
Bill McKibben 
Author, Educator, Environmentalist 
 
William Moomaw 
Professor Emeritus of International 
Environmental Policy 
Tufts University 


